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From Our Pastor
Life is often compared to a journey. I suspect most of us journeyed somewhere over the
past months. The long days of summer with plentiful sunshine easily make it a season of
vacations, family gatherings, and other adventures. This summer I had the opportunity to
travel and spend time with our family in Ohio as well a trip to Texas to meet the newest
member of our family, grandson William Russell Bauser.
I love to travel, to journey to a new place, seeing new sights and learning about our world,
and its inhabitants, those who share the journey with us, as well as those who have gone
before us. As a traveler I like to plan ahead. Each destination researched so as not to miss
on our trip. I like to at least attempt to have a schedule for day of our time away. I have
learned over the years that it is impossible to see and do all things, and also that things
happen and plans must be flexible. I’ve learned it but I won’t admit to liking it. I like a
schedule, I like to know what’s next. I find great irony in my call to pastoral leadership.
The only constant in the daily schedule of a pastor change.
For me September embodies change. September, more so than any other month, is more
than a mere flip of a calendar page. September for the students in our lives can mean new
schools, new classes, new teachers, new schedules, and even new friends. For those of us
who love getting our hands dirty in flower gardening or raising produce, summer flowers
begin to die off and plants have reached or are nearing the end of their growing seasons,
the time of harvest is near. For us at the church it is the beginning of a new year of
programing, Sunday School begins again, there is change in liturgy, and new opportunities
for faith growing and deeper connection to our great God. In this newsletter and in the
months to come you will find several of these opportunities, consider yourself invited.
Open your mind and heart to new discoveries and to discover anew our God whose
character of faithfulness and love never change.
Blessings on your journey,
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Thank You
Brent and I would like to thank the All Saints Community for the out pouring of
expressions of love and support for us at the passing of Brent’s father, John Russell. We
appreciated your thoughts and prayers, and were comforted as we read each and every of
the many cards and notes sent. We are deeply grateful for each of you, and consider it a
privilege to serve with you in the Kingdom of God.
With much love,
Brent and Pastor Denise

office@myallsaints.com,

to be included in the
next monthly
newsletter.

Emergency Contact Information
We are in the process of establishing an emergency contact list for our church members
and friends. This list will be kept in the office and will not be published. If you would like
to be included, please fill out the form on the Information Table and turn it into the office
or put it in the offering plate.
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Denise Russell
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New Member Class – Coming This Fall
A new member class for those who are interested in joining the All Saints community is
being planned for this Fall.
The three-part class will begin with lunch and then move into discussion that cover three
areas of discipleship, “What it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ”, “What is means to
be a Lutheran disciple” and “What it means to be a disciple at All Saints”.
Please contact Pastor Denise if you are interested so class date(s) can be scheduled.
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Property Work Day – Saturday, September 7th
Join us in sprucing up our yard, parking lot and church with a work day at 8:30 AM on
Saturday 09/07/2019.
The Property Team has already completed some painting and repairs on the interior in
preparation for the new school year. EVERYONE can help with the additional tasks which
include: weeding the islands and the gardens out front, cutting down the weeds in the
asphalt parking lot, tree/bush trimming at the entrance by M-59, even picking up the
sticks that have fallen all across the yard due to the heavy winds and storms of the
summer. These are just a few of the chores that will make our church home look more
welcoming.
Wear comfortable clothes and shoes and pitch in for a couple of hours. Bring your
weedwacker, trimming shears and gardening gloves. We also need brooms, dust pans or
shovels to pick up cut up weeds and small stones in the parking lot.
Many hands make light work!
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An All Saints Family Welcome
It is our pleasure to welcome Sarah Jason, to Little Saints Christian Preschool, our new
director and teacher of our Jr. Kindergarten class. Sarah comes to us with a Bachelor of
Science in Early Childhood Education and experience as both a teacher and director. In
addition to her education and experience she brings to Little Saints her passion for creating
an environment of welcome and exploration where little ones can learn and grow in body,
mind and spirit.
Sarah is not the only new face to Little Saints. We also welcome teacher Heather Brady
and teacher aid Brandi Manlongat, who with Abby Moore, Nicole Schuman, Carrie Lusky
and Amanda McDonald complete the Little Saints staff. On Sunday, September 8th at our
10:30 am worship service we will install and welcome Little Saints staff and teachers, as
well as all who work providing care and education for our children. There will be a time of
welcome with refreshments immediately following worship to celebrate the beginning of a
great new school year.
The 2019/2020 Little Saints school year begins on September 3 rd with near capacity
enrollment!
We appreciate your support of Little Saints activities and your continued prayers for this
ministry of All Saints Lutheran.
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Potluck – September 29

You’re invited to our 5th Sunday potluck on
September 29th,
following the 10:30 service.

Enjoy food and fellowship with your fellow All Sainters!
Consider joining our Evangelism Committee
Our mission is to spread Christ's Good News by word and deed. We are committed to
renewing and growing our understanding of what this means, and to leading our
congregation to understand and live this good news in each other's lives and in our
community.
We have created and published a flyer and business cards that we have used in various
ways to get the news out about our amazing church! We are in the process of improving
our outreach to new and potential members. We support All Saints community outreach
programs. We are striving to improve our congregation's social and electronic media
presence.
Please check us out at any of our upcoming meetings, all taking place after Sunday 10:30
services, on September 15, October 20, and November 17.
Questions? Ask any of our current members for more information: Indy Bacon, Marlene
Donnelly, Louise Holtz, Linda Lawrence, Pastor Denise, and Sue Stuef.

Adopt-a-Highway – September 21
The next Adopt-A-Highway clean-up is Saturday, September 21 from
9:00 am to 11:00 am. Volunteers are needed to help clean up our
stretch of Highland Road. Please sign up on the sheet on the
Information Table. Any questions, please contact Donna Sanglier.
The more hands the lighter the load! Thank you!

First Communion Class
Do you have a child who is asking for bread and wine? This question may mean
your child is ready to participate with their All Saints family in holy communion.
For those interested, please contact Pastor Denise so a class
date can be scheduled.
First Communion will be celebrated on Sunday, October 27th.

Serving Opportunities
We are all called to God’s service in the world, as well as, in worship. We appreciate all
who serve especially the enthusiastic serving of our children. What a precious gift they are
to our community of faith.

September
Birthdays
09/01
09/08
09/08
09/09
09/09
09/14
09/16
09/17
09/17
09/20
09/21
09/24
09/26
09/26
09/26
09/27
09/28
09/30
09/30

Dick Hobson
Adam Kahl
Heidi Mills
Carolina Curcuru
Vera Edblad
Cynthia Meyer
Allison Clarey
Cheryl Carney
Ginny Smoot
Julia Keller
Jessica Potter
Don Lawrence
Dustin Meyer
Benjamin Scherzer
Sophia Trump
Jacob Nelson
Jeannie Kummler
Paul Fanson
Cathy Stoey

We are in need of additional servants in all areas of worship: lector, usher, communion
assistant, sound tech, power point, sacristan, greeter, acolyte, assisting minister, and Altar
Guild leader. Don’t worry, training is available. Please contact Rick Mann or Julie
Markwart if you are interested or would like more information.

Synod Leadership Training Opportunities
As part of the “Rise Up Campaign”, the Southeast Michigan Synod is offering Leadership
Training Workshops to all members of the Lutheran churches in the Synod. If you are
interested in any of the workshop topics and would like to attend, please email
b.fisher@semisynod.com to register for any or all of the workshops.
There will be 4 workshops coming up in 2019.
September 21, 2019 - Life & Legacy Planning
St. John Lutheran, Dundee
Pastor Jennifer Kiefer
October 19, 2019 - Cross Generational Learning & Worship
Beautiful Savior Lutheran, Bloomfield Hills
Ms. Michelle Ketepa
November 16, 2019 - Storytelling for Faith Sharing
Lutheran Church of the Master, Troy
Pastor Paul Walters

2019 VBS Update
We want to send a big "ROAR" thank you to our ASLC family! Our ROAR-themed VBS,
"When Life is Wild, God is Good!" was a huge success. That success is measured by the
children's smiles, singing, God sightings, and wanting to come back the
next week for more!!
There were a total of 45 children who attended, with an average of 37
per day. We had 10 pre-teens who helped "herd" our groups of kids to
the various teaching stations and participated in the activities. So, in
total we ministered to 55 kids!
Our offerings this year went to the Endangered Animal Rescue Shelter (EARS) in Florida.
Between the congregation and kids offerings, we sent $234 to EARS!
We want to thank all the adults, older teens and pre-teens who volunteered their time to
teach and help guide the children. It could not have been accomplished without their
dedicated support! We cannot say "thank you" enough. And a big shout-out to those who
so generously donated the needed items we asked for.
When Life is Wild - GOD IS GOOD!
God's Blessings,
Sue LaRoy & Becky Manross
VBS Co-Directors

Men-in-Mission – Saturday, September 28 @ 10:00 AM
All Saints Men-in-Mission group is back in full swing this Fall. The group will meet at All
Saints at 10:00 AM on the fourth Saturday of each month beginning on September 28th.

September
Anniversaries

All men are invited to come for fellowship and some good discussion. Bring a neighbor!

September 4
Len & Shannon Hammond
September 6
Vito & Deb Curcuru
September 13
Don & Margaret
MacDonald
September 21
Karen & Wes Walker

Ladies Luncheon – September 9
All ladies are invited to our next monthly luncheon at Lucky’s Steakhouse on Monday,
September 9th at noon. Lucky’s Steakhouse is located at 17500 Silver Parkway in Fenton.
Please contact Judy Giegler at 248-889-5379 for reservations.
Come enjoy some fellowship, good conversation, delicious food, and
get to know someone a little bit better.

September 27
Don & Louise Holtz
September 28
Doug & Indy Bacon

Lutheran Campus Ministry Opportunities for College Students
Lord of Life is a Lutheran Campus ministry located on campus for U of M students. Here
you will find a welcoming place where young adults can come together to wrestle with
tough questions and engage their faith.
To find other Lutheran Campus Ministries go to www.luminelca.org for information and
locations.

Blessing of the Backpacks – September 8th
We'll have Blessing of the Backpacks during both services on
September 8th.

We also welcome all the Sunday School teachers, CDT teachers, Little
Saints Preschool teachers and any other teachers that would like a blessing to come up for
a special prayers for a successful school year.

Hymn Sing @ Village Manor – September 17 @ 6:00 PM
All are invited to participate in our monthly Hymn Sing at Village Manor (9501 E. Highland
Rd in Howell) on Tuesday, September 17th at 6:00 PM.
Please join us at Village Manor, meet the residents
& sing along!

God’s Work, Our Hands
This year, God's Work / Our Hands is September 8 - that's soon! We are still waiting for
confirmation of some mission opportunities, so over the next week please check the
posters in the Gathering Space to see how you might participate in God's Work.
Here is our line-up:

 Detroit Homeless BBQ
o Saturday, Sept. 7
o Meet at church at 11:30 am and we will carpool
 Donations for Detroit Homeless BBQ (we will take these to the event on Sept. 7)
o Individually wrapped Little Debbies (or similar) desserts
o Hog dogs (put in fridge)
o Hot dog buns
 Decorating Bags for Meals on Wheels
o In Gathering Space on Sept. 8, 15, and 22
o Stop by and decorate some bags to put a smile on the faces of area seniors
 LACASA Center Fall clean-up
o Awaiting date, watch for details
Thank you.

Suzanne Compton and Sue LaRoy

Within These Walls Tour – LACASA Center – September 12 @ 6 PM
All are invited to come tour behind the scenes and experience the powerful work
happening at LACASA through their shelter and counseling center, to their teen advocacy
programs. See what surviving and thriving means for those whose lives have been
touched by abuse and interpersonal violence.
Please RSVP to Beth Marshall at bmarshall@lacasacenter.org by Monday, September 9.

LACASA Center, 2895 W Grand River, Howell 48843

Sunday School is Coming – September 8th

Sunday School is almost here!
Join us for our new series 'X Marks the Spot'.
All children ages 4 years to grade 4 are invited!
Sunday School will be held during the 10:30 worship service.
Children will rejoin their parents before communion.
Children, grandchildren, friends, all are welcome!

From Our Education Committee
Our committee works with the children of All Saints through Sunday School K-4th grade,
Christian Discipleship Training (called CDT), 5th grade - High School youth group, and
Bible School. We also coordinate a Christmas program and several other events during the
year.
We are looking for committee members, substitute teachers and/or team teachers to help
us develop relevant Christian programs for the young members of our congregation.
I will be finishing my term in November and will not seek reelection. Please consider
joining the committee or be on Council as committee chair.
This position brought me joy and satisfaction by helping children learn about the Lord and
All Saints. They are our future. Questions? Call Jo Ellyn Bernardin 810-599-7093 or see me
at church. Thank you!!!

AmazonSmile Donates to All Saints

You shop. Amazon gives.
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the
charitable organization of your choice. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know.
Same products, same prices, same service.
Start your shopping at smile.amazon.com. Select All Saints Lutheran Church in Hartland
MI (be sure to pick the correct All Saints as there are many). Then shop and All Saints
with receive 0.5% of your eligible purchases!

Congregational Council Elections – Open Positions
Elections on NOVEMBER 10th after 10:30 Worship
Our Congregational Council consists of 4 officers, 7 committee chair positions and Pastor
Denise. The council holds monthly meetings on the second Thursday of each month at
7:00 PM.
At Council meetings we plan for upcoming events and discuss the direction of the
congregation. The Constitution of All Saints also entrusts the elected council to vote on
policy.

Is God calling you to become involved in discerning and deciding how All
Saints should move forward as we serve God's call in Hartland, Michigan?
The following TWO-YEAR terms are open: President, Secretary, Congregational Life,
Property, Christian Education, Social Concerns
We also have the following ONE YEAR term open: Treasurer
If you would like more information about running for a position on the Leadership team at
All Saints, please contact Julia Keller 248-931-5622 or Pastor Denise.
Due to our busy lives, it can be difficult to commit to a leadership role due to the monthly
council meetings on Thursday nights. Many of our committees have solved this problem
by serving successfully as elected co-chairs. Ask someone you know to pray about
serving with you!

Simply Giving®
The Simply Giving® program provides you with the opportunity to give your All Saints
offerings automatically. No more Sunday envelopes. Through Simply Giving®, your
offerings are made through a pre-authorized withdrawal from your bank account. You
determine the frequency of your automatic donation. It is a reliable, safe way to move
your stewardship plan into action. Your donation is given consistently, you won’t need to
play “catch-up” at year-end or worry about forgotten checkbooks or missed Sunday
offerings.
But you’re not the only one that benefits. All Saints benefits from steady, more predictable
revenues through the year and greater confidence in meeting its financial commitments.
Fill out the Authorization Form location on the Information Table and turn it into the office.

All Saints Council Meeting – June 13, 2019
Below are the highlights of the All Saints Congregational Council meeting held on
June 13, 2019. A copy of the complete meeting minutes are available in the office.
Annual Meeting is scheduled for November 10th.
All current bills are paid. VBS is fully funded. Parish House repairs are fully funded.
June 30th – 5th Sunday potluck.
Looking for someone to lead Altar Guild.

All Saints Council Meeting – May 19, 2019
Below are the highlights of the All Saints Congregational Council meeting held on
May 19, 2019. A copy of the complete meeting minutes are available in the office.
The mortgage refinance is complete
VBS needs more adult volunteers.
Volunteers needed to walk in the Memorial Day parade.
Visitor Post Card is being redesigned with special events/save the date.
An Advent Wreath workshop will be scheduled before Advent.

All Saints Council Meeting – April 11, 2019
Below are the highlights of the All Saints Congregational Council meeting held on
April 11, 2019. A copy of the complete meeting minutes are available in the office.
Discussion ensued on refinancing the mortgage through the Mission Investment Fund
(MIF) to lower monthly payments to prepare for unexpected expenses/emergencies. The
refinance would be at the current rate of 3.875%. This would result in a savings of over
$2,000 per month. Refinance would last for 5 years (2022) after which the payment gets
updated to the current rate. This would result in a savings of over $88,000 by 2022. A
motion was made and seconded to accept this proposal.
Peggy Flatt will give a presentation on Vietnam on May 5 after the 10:30 service.
There have been a large amount of visitors – 10 on one Sunday. Two have asked about
new member classes.
Guitars and More is going very well.
VBS will be held the first week in August.
Outside parking lot door has been fixed.
Light bulbs were replaced in the projector at a cost of $277.
Brochures has been finalized and printed by VistaPrint at a cost of $250. Donations of
$120 have been received.

All Saints Council Meeting – March 14, 2019
Below are the highlights of the All Saints Congregational Council meeting held on
March 14, 2019. A copy of the complete meeting minutes are available in the office.
Financial Peace University starts March 26. Program is based on Dave Ramsey’s budgeting
methods. The charge for the book is $109.
Received $50 from Amazon Smile.
It was requested that Committee Chairs submit a wish list of needs including an estimate
of costs.
A tri-fold brochure was developed and reviewed. This brochure will be passed out at the
Hartland Memorial Day parade with the seed packets, at the new welcome center, etc.
Quotes for printing will be obtained and compared to printing in-house.
Easter Baskets will be donated to LACASA, either with non-food items from their wish list
or “fun” basket for kids.
Confirmation will be held on June 2, with 3 confirmands, Hannah Brady, Nathan Kahl and
Hudson Schick.
Personal information on members and non-members needs to be updated

What on earth is a Synod? What is Synod Assembly
Did you know that there is an annual gathering of church leaders which conducts
the business of the synod? Did you know that All Saints is connected to a larger church
body? Let’s break this down a bit and talk about the structure of the church.
All Saints Lutheran Church is affiliated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America. (ELCA). There are two other synods of the Lutheran Church – the Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod and the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Anyway, the ELCA
is headquartered in Chicago, Illinois, and we are lead by Bishop Elizabeth Eaton. Bishop
Eaton was elected into office at the Churchwide Assembly in 2013. She is eligible for reelection at our Churchwide Assembly this August.
The ELCA has 65 synods. These 65 Synods are broken down into 9 regions. All
Saints is part of Region 6, the IMOK Region, which is comprised synods in Indiana,
Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky. All Saints is part of the Southeast Michigan Synod (SEMI).
Bishop Donald Kreiss is leads the SEMI Synod. Bishop Kreiss was elected into office in
2011 and was re-elected in 2017. In the SEMI synod, we have 109 congregations, which
are further broken down into 11 Conferences. All Saint is part of Conference 1. Each
Conference is lead by a Conference Dean. The Dean of Conference 1 is Pr. Denise Russell.
Much like All Saints has a congregation council which makes decisions and helps to
lead All Saints, the SEMI synod also has a council, this is called Synod Council. This
council is comprised of 22 individuals, and is a mixture of rostered leaders (like pastors)
and lay people. All Saints has been incredibly fortunate to have congregation members as
members of Synod Council since 2011. Sonja Markwart has served on Synod Council since
2011 (she was appointed in 2011, elected in 2012 and 2015, and 2018, and was elected to
be Synod Secretary in 2019), and in 2018, Jo Ellyn Bernardin was elected to a position as
well.
All Saints is constitutionally required to have an annual congregational meeting.
(The church constitution, not the United States or Michigan Constitution). Many of you
have attended that meeting, it occurs in November of each year. The SEMI synod is also
required to have an annual meeting, that is Synod Assembly and occurs in May of every
year. Each congregation is allowed to send voting members to Synod Assembly. The
pastors attend, as well as a male and female voting member. All Saints could send
additional voting members by sending a youth (who has been confirmed) as well as
anyone who is a person of color or whose primary language is other than English (your
first language was not English). Members of Synod Council also attend as voting members.
This year, All Saints had 5 people attend Synod Assembly: Pr. Denise Russell,
Brent Russell, Julia Keller, Jo Ellyn Bernardin and Sonja Markwart. The Assembly was held
at Calvary Lutheran Church in Clarkston, on May 17 and 18. The theme of the assembly
was Faith –Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the ASSURANCE of things hoped for, the
CONVICTION of things not seen”. The typical business that takes place: the approval of a
budget, election of officers and synod council members, and the approval of Resolutions
and Memorials. The agenda and all documents associated with Synod Assembly can be
found on the Synod website: https://www.semisynod.com/events/2019-synod-assembly.
There is a plethora of information available for you. Also, if you contact one of the 5
people who attended Assembly, we would be happy to let you know what happened and
what we learned.
In August, Sonja Markwart will have the honor of attending Churchwide Assembly
as one of the 11 delegates from the Southeast Michigan Synod. Look for an update of that
amazing 5 day meeting in an upcoming publication of The Communicator.

Council Member Contact List
Do you have a question, comment or concern? Do you know who to turn to? Council!
Yes, that’s right! Council was elected by the congregation to lead the congregation and
make decisions regarding the church. In order to effectively do that, council needs
feedback and they would love to hear from you. Below is a list of staff and council
members, their mailbox numbers (in the office), email addresses and phone numbers.
Please contact them with questions. If you are unsure about which council member would
be the correct person to address your questions, put them in the President’s box and it will
be steered to the proper committee or person so that your question can be answered.
Thanks and council can’t wait to hear from you.

Name
Judy Kniaz
JoEllyn Bernardin
Sue Stuef
Linda DeGiorgio
Linda Lawrence
Bill Horn
Suzanne Compton
Sue LaRoy
Rick Mann
Julie Markwart
Marc DeGiorgio
Becky Manross
Sonja Markwart
Julia Keller

Mail Box
#

Ministry
E-mail
Congregational
Life
ajkniaz@comcast.net
Christian
Education
jbernardin@comcast.net

Phone

Evangelism

stuef4fun@aol.com
ljdegiorgio@aol.com
irishunter86@yahoo.com

248-425-3786 16
248-534-9087
810-632-7755 18

123photosnap@gmail.com
billsuzbec@hotmail.com
susan.laroy@comcast.net
mannandrolls@beesky.com
j.markwart@comcast.net

248-705-1068 12
248-240-6189
248-240-0895 20
248-496-3490
248-887-9513 21

degiorgiomr@gmail.com

248-887-8060 9

becknit@aol.com

517-546-6378 10

Stewardship
Property
Committee
Social
Concerns
Worship and
Music (WAMO)
Council,
Treasurer
Council,
Secretary

Council,
Vice President sonjamariem@yahoo.com
Council,
President
Jkrew10@yahoo.com

248-714-9050 14
810-599-7093 13

248-421-3029 8
248-931-5622 7

Staff/Support Contact List
Name

Ministry

E-mail

Denise Russell

Phone

Mail Box
#

Pastor
pastor@myallsaints.com
Director, Little Saints
Sarah Jason
Christian School
smpfocus2009@gmail.com
Office Administrator
& Worship Support
Linda DeGiorgio Secretary
office@myallsaints.com

248-860-2645 1

Martha Gordon

248-698-4810 6

Musician

marthanotebynote@gmail.com

248-561-8683 27

248-534-9087 2

Please Pray For

Prayer Requests
Prayer requests can be
forwarded to:
office@myallsaints.com;
or call Karen Walker at
517.546.4948; or fill out
a prayer request form
available in the narthex.
Unless otherwise noted,
prayer requests will
remain on the list for four
weeks at which time they
will be removed but may
be reinstated by following
the steps above.
If you have an
emergency need for
prayer, Call Karen Walker
and she will communicate
with a team of 4 to 5
individuals to begin
immediate prayer. The
email request will also be
communicated.

All Saints Council and staff
All who are hungry and/or homeless
All who are unemployed and seeking work
All of our troops, especially those in places of conflict
Allison Bars – God-daughter of LouAnne Audette
Andrew Cline – son of Patti Nicolo
Barbara VanRenterghem – mother of Kathy Eklov
Diana Edmundson – friend of Patti Nicolo
Don Holtz
Don MacDonald
Heather – daughter of Bill & Sue Horn
Jennifer Smith – daughter-in-law of Randy & Laura Smith
Kenzy Kummler – daughter-in-law of Jeanie Kummler
Linda Certo – friend of Patti Nicolo
Lynn Moffat – friend of Patti Nicolo
Lou Prine
Michael Certo – son of friend of Patti Nicolo
Phillip Cook II – son of Sue Horn
Robert Hutter – son of friend of Karen Walker
Shirley – mother of Don & Kathy Eklov’s daughter-in-law
Steve Donnelly

